to   correct   staging,   pointing   out   mistakes,
timing  shots,   embraces  and  deaths.

We never suffered a dearth of actors,
There were many gifted individuals among
the colonists. Oar star performers were Pyoti
Ivanovich Gorovich, Karabanov, Vetkovsky,
JButsai, Vershnev, Zadorov, Marusya Levchen-
ko, Kudlaty, Koval, Gleiser and Lapot.

We tried to select plays with a long list
of characters, for a great many of the colonists
wanted to act, and we were anxious to in-
crease the number of persons capable of behav-
ing naturally on the stage. I attributed great
importance to the theatre, since through its
agency the colonists' way of speaking was
greatly improved, and their horizons broad-
ened. Sometimes, however, we did not have
enough actors, and then we invited members
of the staff to help us out. Once we even made
Silanti go on stage. At rehearsals he showed
himself to be but an indifferent actor, but as
he only had to utter the one sentence: "The
train will be three hours late," the risk was
not great. But the reality exceeded our expec-
tations.

Silanti came on at the proper moment,
and seemed to be all right, but what he said
was: "This-here train, you see, it's three
hours late, and that's how it is."

This statement produced an extraordinary
khpression on the audience, but that was
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